
Building your career in the 
humanitarian sector 

It can be confusing to work out how to build a 
humanitarian career– there are so many areas 
of technical expertise, as well as more general 
skills and behaviours you need to succeed. 

Competency frameworks can help with this – they 
break down the kinds of skills needed for each 
area of humanitarian work. The Core Humanitarian 
Competency Framework is the overarching

framework for the sector, which shows skills you will 
need across all humanitarian roles. 

We’ve created this infographic showing the 
different types of humanitarian careers, divided into 
thematic professions and functional professions. 
Click on the diagram to view relevant competency 
frameworks where these are available, and 
examples of HPass badges you can earn to get you 
started in each area.

Visit hpass.org or email info@hpass.org for more information.

Source of themes: www.bioforce.org/en/sohp-2020-full-report/

Shelter and 
non-food 

items

Food security 
and 

livelihoods

Protection, 
diversity 

and inclusion

Peacekeeping and 
peace-building

Camp 
coordination 

and management

Nutrition

WASH

Legal 
Aid 

Mine 
action

Education

Health

Thematic 
professions

Profession areas that 
provide services related to 

a specific theme or type 
of intervention.

Coming 
soon!

Coming 
soon!

Coming 
soon!

Coming 
soon!

Coming 
soon!

Click to find out 
how to earn 

relevant 
HPass 
badges

Click to see relevant 
Competency 

Frameworks offered 
by organisations  

in the sector

https://hpass.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/C1-EN_CHCF-Framework-English-FINAL.pdf
https://hpass.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/C1-EN_CHCF-Framework-English-FINAL.pdf
mailto:info%40hpass.org?subject=
http://www.bioforce.org/en/sohp-2020-full-report/
https://kayaconnect.org/course/info.php?id=2695
https://phap.org/credentialing-program-ilfha
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=2152
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=2249&section=1#MPHSS%20Badge
https://www.humcap.org/thematic-courses-for-humanitarians/health-and-nutrition-in-emergencies/
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=1653
https://inee.org/resources/education-emergencies-competency-framework#:~:text=It%20is%20a%20sector%2Dwide,EiE%20practitioners%20in%20humanitarian%20contexts
https://ifrcgo.org/global-services/assets/docs/health/Health%20CF.pdf
https://www.nutritioncluster.net/competency_framework
https://ifrcgo.org/global-services/assets/docs/shelter/Shelter%20and%20Settlements%20Technical%20Competency%20Framework%20March%202020.pdf
https://ifrcgo.org/global-services/assets/docs/wash/IFRC%20WASH%20Competency%20Framework%20March%202020.pdf


Building your career in the 
humanitarian sector 

Sign up for your free myHPass account to view the full range of humanitarian 
badges available. 

If you would like more information about the core skills required for 
humanitarian work, download the CHCF, or watch the video. 

Visit hpass.org or email info@hpass.org for more information.

Source of themes: www.bioforce.org/en/sohp-2020-full-report/
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https://hpass.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/C1-EN_CHCF-Framework-English-FINAL.pdf
https://youtu.be/C_VocqrfN0Q
mailto:info%40hpass.org?subject=
http://www.bioforce.org/en/sohp-2020-full-report/
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=2171
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=3032
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=2167
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=1660
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=2163
https://kayaconnect.org/course/info.php?id=496
https://othersolutions.net/regular-courses/personal-field-security/
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=1141&section=7
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=3030
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=2201
https://kayaconnect.org/course/view.php?id=3024
https://cash-hub.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/11/CVA-Comp-Framework-Questions-and-Answers.pdf
https://www.redr.org.uk/getattachment/Our-Work/Key-Projects/Competency-Frameworks-to-enhance-Global-Nutrition/Competency-Framework-for-for-Information-Management-V4.pdf?lang=en-GB

