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WASH (Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene) is a key component of
public health.

In emergencies, existing WASH
services are often stretched beyond

their capacity.

Diarrhoeal and infectious diseases

will spread more quickly if WASH
needs of the affected population are

Nnot met.



The role of WASH in a humanitarian
response is to reduce public health
risks preventing the spread of
infectious disease by:

Ensuring the safe disposal of
excreta

Providing safe water in adequate
quantity and quality to meet
domestic and hygiene needs












For example, those responsible for
collecting water, often women and
children, can be at increased risk of
violence due to the location of the
water source.

Children and women can feel unsafe

or a loss of dignity when using
communal toilets.









