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At the Humanitarian Leadership Academy, 
we strengthen people s skills and

capabilities through learning, working with 
people in the humanitarian sector and 
beyond to prepare for and respond to 

crises. 

Ka Man Parkinson
Communications & Marketing Advisor

Humanitarian Leadership Academy

Host
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Gita Modgil
Senior Humanitarian Aid 

Director/Podcaster
Independent
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Gita s Journey from radio
jockey to aid worker

Career Switch Route 



Thomas Hill
Country Director Nigeria

Norwegian Refugee Council
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ǒ I studied poetry. I was going to be a university 
professor.

ǒ I joined the Peace Corps and discovered that 
teaching is the hardest job imaginable.

ǒ I very much enjoyed working with local 
nonprofits.

ǒ I came home, studied management a bit, and 
kept my sights on returning to the former Soviet 
Union.

ǒ I returned to Moscow and worked on 
training/exchange programs, and eventually 
transitioned to humanitarian work in Chechnya.

Thomas Journey
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ǒ I ve since worked on conflicts in Russia Ukraine
Georgia, Palestine, Syria, and Nigeria.

ǒ I ve reptriated three times and worked in refugee
resettlement and emergency management at home.

ǒ I ve gotten married and have two kids
ǒ I ve made some unconventional choices and my

wife and I together have made some 
unconventional  choices, but we are happy.

ǒ I spend a lot of time thinking and reading about 
good leadership, coaching, and mentoring.

ǒ Being of service to others is a path to happiness for 
me, and happiness is the purpose of life.

Thomas Journey cont


